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PLANNING FOR
PUBLICATION (cont.)

Referring to flier No '° some
other points that help you in the
selection of the proper journal.
Would any journals be
particularly interested in my
subject because it fits into a theme
they have been pursuing? Some
journals, and some editors, pursue
their own special interests over
time.

The top-tier journals receive far
more submissions than they can
publish. For example, Nature
rejects about %° percent of the
biomedical papers it receives. Be
realistic about your chances. You
will lose precious time by
submitting your paper to the
wrong journal.

It helps to ask trusted colleagues
where they think your paper
should appear.

If they are frequent reviewers for
several journals in your field, they
will have a good idea of what the
standards are for each journal.

=

Making Your Pitch

Most journals have guidelines
for submitting so-called
presubmission inquiries; check
journal Web sites for this
information. If the journal does
not provide guidelines, send an
e-mail to one of the editors.

A presubmission inquiry usually
includes the following:

0 An abstract stating the
purpose of the project, methods,
and main findings and
conclusions. This abstract can be
slightly longer than the abstract
of a typical research paper and
may include citations of relevant
journal literature.

Make sure that the abstract is
clear to nonspecialists and that
they will be able to understand
what the scientific advance is.

0 A cover letter briefly
describing what questions led
you to your research project,
what you did, why you think
your findings or methodology is
significant, how your findings
advance the field, and why they
are of special interest to that
journal’s readers. Limit the
cover letter to no more than ®+ +

words.
Presubmission inquiries are
typically considered within a few

days; when that time has
elapsed, follow up with a
telephone call or e-mail. You can
expect a reply of either

“we’re not interested” or “send
the full manuscript.”

A positive response to a
presubmission inquiry is not a
guarantee that the manuscript
will be sent out for formal peer
review. The editor will want to
see the actual paper before
making that decision.
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