
Avian necropsy

Equipment needed for a chicken necropsy:
 Standard post-mortem kit including scalpel, forceps, scissors
 Secateurs
 Dry swabs, jars for individual fresh samples and pooled formalin

fixed tissues
 Swabs in media for bacterial culture
 0.5 mL sterile saline (drip fluid) or viral transport media.

Correct necropsy and sampling will increase the likelihood of a
definitive diagnosis.
Always include a detailed history and description of lesions.





External examination
 Use dry swabs to firmly swab the cloaca and trachea mucosa,

then snap swab heads into separate viral
 Transport media (VTM) or saline for avian influenza and Newcastle

disease virus testing.
 Examine the feathers, skin and limbs. Use sticky tape to collect mites and

tape to a microscope slide for identification. Take skin scrapes of crusting
lesions to reveal mites.



Post-mortem approach







Remember: Sample lesions if not included in the samples mentioned
above; fresh and fixed samples are ideal if lesions are large enough.
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